U.S. History Resources

Document Sources

1.  The History Project, Marchand Collection – contains lessons that use a wide array of primary sources.  The best thing is that the documents are very short and can be used with a wide array of classes.  

http://marchand.ucdavis.edu/lessons.shtml

2.  From Revolution to Reconstruction, And What Happened Afterwards  – Well organized, easy to use, numerous documents from throughout American History (including pre-settlement)

http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/

3.  Teaching With Documents – this site is hosted by NARA (National Archives and Records Administration) and is part of their Digital Classroom program.  While this doesn’t contain a wide array of documents like earlier sources, this site also contains detailed lesson plans, and a general exhibit:

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://www.archives.gov/education/exhibit/

4.  Making Sense of Documents – Rich site in which historians lead you through the process of using various forms of primary evidence.  Each site also has examples that you could use.

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/browse/makesense/

5.  Famous Trials – Great site for information about famous trials.  Boston Massacre Trial, Susan B. Anthony, Black Sox Trial, Scopes Monkey Trial, and Sacco and Vanzetti Trial are all highlights.

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/ftrials.htm

6.  History Thinking Matters - a collaboration between Stanford Education and George Mason, this is a project that has an amazing (albeit few) collection of primary source inquiries.  You can access everything online, or download all needed materials for use in the classroom.  The focus, however, is 20th century history (11th grade curriculum)
http://historicalthinkingmatters.org/
7.  Education at HarpWeek.com – I have touted HarpWeek.com for many years, but now they have added an education page.  It appears to be in its infancy – there are only four lessons and they are all “simulations”.  However, there are great guiding lessons that utilize the amazing image database of HarpWeek.com.  I think the Reconstruction Convention Simulation is amazing!!

http://education.harpweek.com/Default.htm

8.  Digital History Classroom Documents -  this is an amazing website overall, but I particularly like the “Classroom Documents”.  The focus here is on statistical and factual data to add to any class discussion.

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/historyonline/handouts.cfm

9.  Fraker, Alan.  Doing the DBQ:  Advanced Placement U.S. History Examination (College Board, 2000).  An excellent source for document based questions – focused questions in which all the documents play some part in answering the question.  Also good because the documents have already been excerpted.

Music Sources
1.  Authentic History – Great resource for music from the 20th century.  Music is played in streaming format – NOT DOWNLOADABLE.  You’ll need to use a recorder (I’ve used Total Recorder, but many new Dell Computers come with a program called Creative – it has many parts to it, but one is a recorder called Creative Recorder

http://www.authentichistory.com

2.  If you’re interested in having your own software so you can capture streaming sound, follow these links.  

a.  Total Recorder – this is “costware” but it is easy to use:

http://highcriteria.com/

b.  Audacity – easy to use as well, but you need more converters to switch to mp3:

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/windows

You may want to download one of the “LAME” converters listed on the page.
Image Sources
1.  The History Project “U.S. History Images” – GREAT collection of U.S. and World History images.  Well organized; contains its own search engine.

http://historyproject.ucdavis.edu/imageapp-us.php

2.  Treasures of Congress – Great spot to get some early images from U.S. History (1787-1977)  that are high in quality.

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/treasures_of_congress/index.html

3.  American Treasures of the Library of Congress – great collection of images of RARE document, images, etc.  This is an ideal site for early American history – you won’t find this stuff anywhere else.

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/

4.  Google Image Search – when in doubt, type in a very specific search into Google and see what happens.   http://images.google.com/imghp?hl=en&tab=wi
Image Hints:

*Be as specific as possible when creating a Google Image Search.  Use quotes to make sure you’re only searching for the item you request.

*Do not use images with sizes smaller than 300 x 300.  These images will usually blur when inserted into Power Points or Word Documents.  Encourage students to look for images larger than 300 x 300 when creating projects for your class.

Political Cartoons
1. American Political Prints 1776-1876 – http://loc.harpweek.com - amazing collection of Harper’s Weekly political cartoons.  You can also just go to http://harpweek.com and browse all of their exhibits.

2.  Herb Block’s Editorial Cartoons – from the New Deal to the election of 2000.  This collection is hard to beat.  Both websites contain his cartoons, although the first one has more!

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/hbgift/

3.  Doctor Seuss Went To War – collection of political cartoons drawn by Dr. Seuss during WWII.  There is a book as well, but this site is an easy way to find all the cartoons.

http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dspolitic/

Films, Television and other Moving Images

1.  Garner, Joe.  Stay Tuned:  Television’s Unforgettable Moments. (Andrews McMeel Publishing:  Kansas City).  Excellent collection of television, news and sports moments.  Includes a DVD and CDs along with a book for each event. 
2.   Internet Archive:  Moving Image Archive.  Amazing collection of films and music that are PUBLIC DOMAIN.  The Prelinger Archive has an excellent collection of educational films from the 20th century.

Prelinger Archives:  http://www.archive.org/details/prelinger

Internet Moving Image Archive:  http://www.archive.org/details/movies

3.  American Memory Collection (Motion Picture and Television Reading Room) – excellent collection of films from the early to mid 20th century.  You can view these, but you CANNOT DOWNLOAD.

http://www.loc.gov/rr/mopic/ndlmps.html

4.  Annenberg/CPB – This site contains many Social Studies PBS programs online.  Once you register, you can access Video On Demand (VOD), which allows you to play any video series offered by the website in realtime.  .

http://www.learner.org/resources/browse.html?discipline=7&grade=0&imageField2.x=16&imageField2.y=15

* If your district blocks the playing of live video, then you can purchase streaming video recording software which allows you to record streaming video The software that allows you to record streaming video can be found at:  http://www.wmrecorder.com/
5.  YouTube – it’s almost sacrilegious to mention YouTube in the same breath as education, but there are many useful clips on YouTube.  Just as everything else, there are two ways to go about permanently accessing information on YouTube:

a. Free – http://vixy.net – simple to use, but inconsistent.

b. Costware - http://www.applian.com/replay-media-catcher/ - from the same people who created WM Recorder comes this software that allows you to capture any flash video (You Tube, Jon Stewart, The Colbert Report).

6.  Teaching Tolerance - Offers several free videos for educators.  I've used them all; particularly useful has been "Mighty Time" (The Rosa Parks Story), and "The Shadow of Hate" (short vignettes documenting several incidents of intolerance in the U.S.).  A new video, "Viva La Causa" is out.  It deals with Cesar Chavez.

http://www.tolerance.org/teach/resources/index.jsp

7.  Izzit.org – Offers ONE free video per year to teachers.  I have found “Eminent Domain” and “Pennies A Day” particularly useful.  Their video on “The Great Depression” is good, although a bit simplistic in spots.  You can’t beat the price!!

http://izzit.org/

8.  John Stossel - while John Stossel may be a bit annoying, he does create a lot of short but pertinent videos that can be used in the classroom.  In addition, he lately has been making FREE DVDs for each school year.  In addition, you can download the clip of the month.  I have found these videos incredibly useful.

http://stosselintheclassroom.org/

Books

In addition to the books mentioned throughout the handbook, these might be particularly useful:

Rosenzweig, Roy, and Thelen David. The Presence of the Past. Columbia UP, 2000.

Bryson, Bill. Made in America. Harper Perennial, 1996.

Hendriksson, Anders. Non Campus Mentis: World History According to College Students. Workman Company, 2001.

Boller Jr., Paul. Presidential Anecdotes. Rev. Ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 1996. 

Hall, Kermit. The Oxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the United States. New York: Oxford     University Press, 1992. 

Loewen, James. Lies My Teacher Told Me. New York: New Press, 1995.

Monk, Linda. The Words We Live By. New York: The Stonesong Press, 2003.

Fischer, David H. Liberty and Freedom: a Visual History of America's Founding. Oxford UP, 2004. 

Other sources are mentioned on our seminar website:  http://examiningushistory.tripod.com

Teacher Resources

1.  Conforums.com – This site allows you to run message boards that are completely protected from the outside.  You can choose to have certain boards be viewed only by certain classes.  Other boards can be viewed by all your students as a way of communicating and discussing current events.  These boards are free!!  There are a lot of pop-ups, but it’s all worth it.

http://www.conforums.com/index.html

2.  Video for the U.S. History Classroom – Documentary and Motion Picture

A big part of “creating the museum” is making the student feel like they are experiencing history.  A well chosen film or historical documentary can accomplish this.  One hint:  do not be afraid to show only clips that emphasize the point you want to make.  

c. Documentaries for the U.S. History Classroom

i. Ken Burns’ The West.  An excellent 8 part documentary of the history of the American West.  I particularly like the two following episodes:

1. “Empire Upon the Trails”:  details the original movement to the West (1820-1850).  This video is an excellent resource to stress the many ways that Manifest Destiny occurred.

2. “Geography of Hope”:  details the 2nd phase of settlement of the West – the post-Civil War phase.  Does a very complete job of highlighting the many groups in the West in the late 1800s.

Online Site:  http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/program/

ii. Ken Burns’ The Civil War, Episode One:  This entire series is excellent, but Episode One in particular highlights the causes and the enormity of the Civil War.

Online Site:  http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/

iii. American Experience – Ulysses S. Grant:  the 2nd half of this film deals with the period of Reconstruction by following the post-Civil War career of Ulysses S. Grant.  The film also does an excellent job of putting Reconstruction in context of other history of the time (Reservations, Industrial Revolution, etc.)

Online Site:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/grant/

iv. Not For Ourselves Alone:  I use a short clip highlighting Susan B. Anthony’s trial for illegally voting.  The great thing about this clip is that it also relates this case to how the South “legally” kept black Americans from voting.

v. American Experience:  1900:  I probably use this video more than any other because it covers such a wide range of information – from the Industrial Revolution, to immigration, to foreign policy to culture.  This is an amazing collection of short clips that detail lesser known episodes of history at the turn of the century.

Online Site:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/1900/

vi. American Experience - Woodrow Wilson:  Excellent video to use in conjunction with the U.S. role in WWI.  Covers everything from neutrality, to the 14 points, to the Treaty of Versailles.

Online Site:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/wilson/

vii. The Century, America’s Time:  15 episodes, each lasting 45 minutes, this stunning series does justice to nearly every decade it details.  What I like most is that each episode usually uses a theme to explain the trends of a decade.  For the 1920s for example, it doesn’t simply highlight the “roaring”, but also the conflict.  There is no online support site, but The History Channel does offer teacher’s guides for each episode.

Online Teacher Guides:  http://www.historychannel.com/classroom/guides/

viii. American Experience – Truman – I use the 2nd half of the video which does an excellent job dealing with the rise of the Cold War during Truman’s 1st term.  Also covers the Korean War, and the firing of MacArthur.

   
 Online Site:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/truman/

ix. White Light, Black Rain – HBO’s amazing, yet disturbing documentary about the dropping of Fat Man and Little Boy on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This film interviews survivors of both blasts as well as American servicemen.  WARNING – much of the film is quite disturbing as it uses stock footage to show physical damage, not only to the city, but its inhabitants as well.

Online Site:  http://www.hbo.com/docs/programs/whitelightblackrain/

Teacher Guide:  http://www.hbo.com/docs/programs/whitelightblackrain/WhiteLightGuide.pdf

d. Films

i. Glory – excellent film detailing the African-American role in the Civil War.  I like using the title of the film as a theme.  Who achieves glory in the film?  In which ways do they do this?

Starring:  Denzel Washington, Morgan Freeman, Matthew Broderick (1989)

Online Lesson:  NARA:  “Teaching With Documents Lesson Plan:
The Fight for Equal Rights: Black Soldiers in the Civil War”

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/blacks-civil-war/

ii. Tucker:  The Man and His Dream – details the building of the Tucker automobile in the late 1940s and the roadblocks faced by Preston Tucker in realizing his dream.  I use this film to show how Social Darwinism was used by the great industrialists in a negative way.

Starring:  Jeff Bridges, Martin Landau (1988)

Online Site:  “Tucker Automobile Pages:  Keeping the Legend Online”.  Contains history, images, and other information that is helpful when students ask for more information after watching the film.

http://www.tuckerclub.org/

iii. God Grew Tired of Us – depicts the push and pull factors of immigration.  Details the “Lost Boys” of Sudan who first fled to Ethiopia and then Kenya in the late 1980s and early 1990s.  Most of the film details their successes and difficulties in adjusting to life in the United States.

The film was produced by National Geographic.  Their website might be interesting for students:  http://www.godgrewtiredofus.com/

National Geographic has also created a lesson page (although it appears to be more for high school students):  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/09/g912/ggtu2.html

iv. Fat Man and Little Boy – Details the process the government, military and scientists went through to develop the atomic bomb in the early 1940s.  I use the 2nd half of this film (once the scientists get to Los Alamos).  This film deals with the scientific background of the a-bomb, as well as the moral dilemmas felt by the scientists once its use became a reality.

Starring:  Paul Newman, John Cusack, Laura Dern (1989)

Online Lesson Plan:  “Atomic Bomb:  Decision” 

http://www.dannen.com/decision/index.html

v. Guilty By Suspicion – Details how post-WWII America quickly turned into a witch hunt for communists.  While this is a fictitious account of the Hollywood communist witch hunts, it is based on history.  I do not use the whole film – rather I use a scene near the start which shows the pressure put on individuals to “name names”.  I show the final court scene which shows the main character standing up to the inquiry and refusing to name any names.

Starring:  Robert DeNiro, George Wendt, Chris Cooper

vi. Platoon – Since this film is rated R, I send home permission slips.  I feel strongly that students see this film which shows the difficulties faced by soldiers in Vietnam.  Everything from booby-traps to fragging, to the justifications for the war are covered.  I show the 2nd half of the film (I start where the platoon finds their first tunnel complex).

Starring:  Charlie Sheen, Willem Dafoe, Tom Berenger, Forrest Whittaker, Johnny Depp

Online Lesson:  Go to the webpage listed below, have students read 1 of the 4 personal accounts of the war, and using the jigsaw method, have them share their reading with the rest of the class.

PBSA, Battlefield Vietnam.  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/amex/vietnam/reflect/index.html

3.  Online Webpage for Accelerating Student Learning and Motivation

A website has been created to serve as a companion and resource to your seminar workbook, Accelerating Student Learning and Motivation.  It is organized in the same manner as your workbook and contains the following:

· New resources, lessons and sources.  Updated regularly

· Links to all images used in the workbook.  If you’d rather use the original image, just go to the correct unit on the navigator bar, find the correct lesson, and click on the image link.  

· Links to many text resources used in the workbook.  Rather than retype the part of the document you want, you can go online, and cut and paste the document, and edit it yourself.

· Links to images and information used in the seminar Powerpoint.

http://examiningushistory.tripod.com

