Cold War Propaganda

Format

1. You will need to make TWO copies of each propaganda set.

2. Split class into eight groups of four. Give each group one propaganda sheet.

3. Tell each group to answer the three questions for each piece of propaganda.  

4. Have the two groups who both have the same propaganda sheet come together and debrief their answers.

Have each group present their answers to the class.
Sources:  Cold War Propaganda Images

1. “Is This Tomorrow” - http://www.tagg.org/rants/commies/AmerUndrComm.jpg, http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/is-this-tomorrow.html
2. “Inside A Communist Cell” - http://www.conelrad.com/media/atomicmusic/iacc_main.html
3. “This Godless Communism” - http://www.aladin.wrlc.org/gsdl/cgi-bin/library?e=d-000-00---0treasure--00-0-0-0prompt-14-Document---0-1l--1-en-10000---20-home---001-001-0-0isoZz-8859Zz-1-0&a=d&c=treasure&cl=CL1.18.31
4. “When They Drop The Atomic Bomb” – http://www.authentichistory.com/1950s/atomicmusic/
5. Civil Defense Posters - http://www.civildefensemuseum.com/artgal/artgallery.html
6. “How You Can Survive Fallout” – Life Magazine Covers - http://www.life.com/Life/covers/1961/cv091561.html
7. “A Letter From the President”, Life Magazine, September 15, 1961.

8. “Make Mine Freedom” – http://www.archive.org/details/MakeMine1948
Additional Resources

1.  Authentic History – contains an amazing collection of Cold War songs including (1) “When They Drop The Atomic Bomb”
http://www.authentichistory.com/1950s/atomicmusic/
2.  You will need an audio recorder – Total Recorder, or Audacity, to  record the tracks.
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Words for Musical Communists





The people’s flag is deepest red


It shelters o’re our martyr dead 


And as their limbs grow stiff   


   and cold


Our hearts grow ranched in   


   every fold


So raise the scarlet banner high


Within its shades we’ll live and 


   die


The cowards shirk, and traitors 


   smear


We’ll keep the red flag flying  


   here








2.  “Inside a Communist Cell, Musical Communist”,  1961 








What was the direct purpose of the propaganda?


What other messages (other than the direct purpose message) are being sent by the propaganda?


Which propaganda technique(s) are being used?  Explain, using examples








1.  “Is This Tomorrow”  








What was the direct purpose of the propaganda?


What other messages (other than the direct purpose message) are being sent by the propaganda?


Which propaganda technique(s) are being used?  Explain, using examples








3 and 4.  “Treasure Chest, This Godless Coummunism 1961”  





There will soon be an end to this cold and wicked war,


When those hard-headed communists get what they’re looking for,


Only one thing that will stop them and they’re a ferocious bunch,


If General McArthur drops an atomic bomb


Now over in Korea our boys are fought and fell,


But they died just like heroes, men of many shot and shelled


They had their hands tied behind them, many were murdered by the score


By those dirty minded communists who started this sad war











6.  “When They Drop An Atomic Bomb”, Jackie Doll and His Pickeld Peppers  








What was the direct purpose of the propaganda?


What other messages (other than the direct purpose message) are being sent by the propaganda?


Which propaganda technique(s) are being used?  Explain, using examples








5.  “Radioactive Fallout”, 1955  





Letter from the President, Life Magazine, September 15, 1961 (pg. 95)





My Fellow Americans:


	Nuclear weapons and the possibility of nuclear war are facts of life we cannot ignore today. I do not believe that war can solve any of the problems facing the world today. But the decision is not ours alone.


	The government is moving to improve the protection afforded you in your communities through civil defense. We have begun, and will be continuing throughout the next year and a half, a survey of all public buildings with fallout shelter potential, and the marking of those with adequate shelters with one week’s food and medical supplies and two weeks’ water supply for the shelter occupants. In addition, I have recommended to the congress the establishment of food reserves in centers around the country where they might be needed following an attack. Finally, we are developing improved warning systems which will make it possible to sound attack warning on buzzers right in your homes and places of business.


	More comprehensive measures than these lie ahead, but they cannot be brought to completion in the immediate future. In the meantime there is much that you can do to protect yourself—and in doing so strength your nation.


	I urge you to read and consider seriously the contents of this issue of LIFE. The security of our country and the peace of the world are the objectives of our policy. But in these dangerous days when both these objectives are threatened we must prepare for all eventualities. The ability to survive coupled with the will to do so therefore are essential to our country. 





John F. Kennedy








7.  “How You Can Survive Fallout”, Life Magazine, September 1961  








What was the direct purpose of the propaganda?


What other messages (other than the direct purpose message) are being sent by the propaganda?


Which propaganda technique(s) are being used?  Explain, using examples
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